


















The National Celebration 
of the Birthday of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

On August 27, 1984, following an act of the 
98th Congress of the United States of 
America, President Ronald Reagan signed 
into law, legislation creating the Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday 
Commission. 

As provided in the authorizing legislation, 
the purpose of the Commission was to 
encourage appropriate ceremonies and 

activities throughout the United States 
relating to the first legal observance of the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday, January 

15, 1986, and to provide advice and 
assistance to federal, state and local 
governments, as well as private 
organizations with respect to the observance. 

Congress created the Commission in 

recognition of the historical importance of 
the first observation of our newest holiday 

and the need for an organized effort at the 
federal level to ensure that the first 

observance was a success. 

In this spirit, the State Celebration 
Commission of Missouri wholeheartedly 

supports the federal Commission's efforts to 
successfully fulfill this Congressional 
mandate. 

"I would challenge you today to see that his 
spirit never dies and that we will go forward 
from this experience, which to me represents 

the crucifixion - on toward the resurrection and 
redemption of his spirit.

We must carry on..."
Coretta Scott King





"I Have A Dream" 

Speech 
by 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Delivered on the Lincoln Memorial Steps in 
Washington, D.C. 
August 28, 1963 

"Five score years ago, a great American, in 
whose symbolic shadow we stand, signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous 
decree came as a great beacon light of hope to 
millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in 
the flames of withering injustice. It came as a 
joyous daybreak to end the long night of 

captivity. But one hundred years later, we must 
face the tragic fact that the Negro is still not free. 
One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is 
still sadly crippled by the manacles of 
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FULTON 

MR. JACK MCBRIDE 

Commissioner, Fulton 

Favorite Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. quote: 

"We must learn to live together as brothers or 

perish together as fools." 

The Fulton Dr. Martin Luther King 
Celebration was not finalized 
at the time this calendar was published 
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ADDITIONAL EVENTS IN THE 

ST. LOUIS 

REGIONAL AREA 

DR. JAMES BUFORD, SR. 

Commissioner, St. Louis 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. quote: 

"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent 

about things that matter." 

Date: 
Time: 

Event: 
Place: 

January 1, 2020 
10:00 a.m. 

Emancipation Proclamation 
Greater Mt. Carmel Baptist Church 
1617 N. Euclid Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 

Emancipation Proclamation Commemoration. 
Keynote speaker: Rev. Earl E. Nance, Jr. 
Sponsored by St. Louis Progressive District 
Association. Contact: 314-361-8893 or 314-
531-2002. Rev.nance.jr@charter.net
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